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Christ has no body now on earth but yours; 
yours are the only hands through which he can do his work, 

yours are the only feet through which he can go about  
the world, 

yours are the only eyes through which his compassion can 
shine forth upon a troubled world 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 
 

Teresa of Avila 

 

 
Simple Gifts Concert 

Sunday, February 5 
4:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

Three women plus twelve instruments equal one good time 
when Simple Gifts takes the stage! Drawing on an impressive 
variety of ethnic folk styles, this award-winning trio plays 
everything from lively Irish jigs and down-home American 
reels to hard-driving Klezmer tunes and haunting Gypsy 
melodies. This mix is spiced with distinctive rhythms of Balkan 
dance music, the lush sounds of Scandinavian twin fiddling, 
and original compositions written in a traditional style. Come 
share these ladies’ energy and enthusiasm! 

Check out our website www.apostlesucc.org 

J 

A 

N 

U 

A 

R 

Y 



2 

 
 
 
 

A Reflection on the Year 
 
As I prepare to write my annual report, I am truly in 
awe of God’s grace and blessings to us through the 
past year. 2011 may be remembered as a difficult year 
for us, but I also hope it is remembered as a time when 
hurdles were overcome, when negative predictions 
were not fulfilled, and when this congregation had a 
renewal of spirit in the one true God who calls us 
together. 
 
The air of conflict and distrust was quite thick at this 
time last year and some felt it better to leave than 
experience any further pain, but for those who stayed 
we talked through it. We named the things we felt were 
wrong and continue to work to prevent any future 
mistakes. For example, there is a new draft of our by-
laws being circulated through the congregation for 
comments and suggested revisions before the council 
makes its decisions. Through these conversations we 
were also able to come together with regard to the 
easement proposal with Homestead Village and the 
addition of projectors and screens in the sanctuary.  
 
There were those who said that we were going to fold 
as a congregation because of this, and yet through 
prayer and worship we have increased the overall 
participation in worship and our favorite programs, like 
the garage sale and bazaar, went off without a hitch. 
Actually several people commented that it was through 
working side by side again that we remembered why 
we are all passionate about our congregation and the 
work which it does for our community. 
 
During this time, I watched areas of the church become 
stronger especially within the Wednesday night dinners 
and after Rick’s arrival, the attendance at the New 
Beginnings functions. More importantly for me, I hear 
more people talking about what God is doing in their 
lives. I have heard many stories of what I call “God 
moments” and what Rick calls “Providence.” God’s 
presence with us collectively and individually is being 
noticed more and more, and that is the best news of 
all! 
 
We still have challenges, specifically financial, which 
should not be news as our yearly deficit has grown. But 
with all the positive things happening through relevant 
and engaging worship, meaningful programming and a 

new focus on inviting others to share their God given 
gifts and talents to the world through us, we have a 
future of unlimited possibilities. God is here and 
supporting us. Now the “ball is in our court” to see if we 
will answer Christ’s call to be apostles and tell others 
how we find meaning and support here and invite them 
to experience new life and purpose here.  
 
Blessings & peace – 

Pastor Kuhn 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Wishing Well 
 

A happy new year to all of you! The Wishing Well 
project for January is to collect for the annual Day of 
Smiles, a mission which supports the Clare and 
Milagro Houses, Mom’s House, Brereton Manor 
nursing facility, and the Humane League.   
 
We are asking for donations of all types of cleaning 
supplies, laundry detergent, toiletries for men, women 
and children, personal care items, slippers, baby 
formula, diapers, pet supplies, and children’s books.  
The Humane League also accepts gently used towels 
and pet beds.   
 
There is a complete listing of items needed on the 
poster above the Wishing Well in the cloak room.  
Please consider supporting this mission project to help 
these local agencies in memory of Erin and Max 
Nusbaum.  We will need to have your donations in the 
Wishing Well by Feb. 5th for distribution on the 6th.  
Thank you so much for your help in this project!  
Please see Jane McCartney if you have any questions.  
 

Opportunity for Service: 
Staffing the Winter Overflow 

Shelter for the Homeless 
 

For the fifth year in a row, we have the opportunity to 
help the Lancaster County Council of Churches staff 
the Winter Overflow Shelter for the Homeless.  This 
shelter, which is open from early December to late 
March, will be housed at the YWCA this year for the 
first time. We have been assigned Friday, February 
3rd/Saturday February 4th and need a total of 12-15 
volunteers to cover the 3 shifts which run from 
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approximately: 6:30-11pm, 11pm-3am, and 3am-
7am. Like last year, our guests will consist of women 
and children so it is mandatory that we have at least 
two women volunteers on each shift. As you might 
guess, the 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 shifts are the most difficult to 

fill! 
 
If you are interested in helping some of the 
unfortunate women and children who have lost their 
homes, please contact Julie Berkow @394-8233 or 
jberkow6@comcast.net. 
 

 

 
 

Valentine’s Day 
Project 

 
 
 
Although it is still January, Valentine’s Day is fast 
approaching.  Again this year, the Outreach 
Commission will give church members the 
opportunity to send Valentine greetings to college 
students and those in the military.  If you are the 
parent of someone who fits that description, will you 
please email or call me with their contact information 
(898-0598 or ljf2857@verizon.net).  Church 
members, look for our Valentine tree in the narthex 
and choose a name to be part of this project. 

Linda Fuller 
Outreach Commission 

 

Special Offering  
February 12, 2012 

 

As part of Church of the Apostles Outreach Mission, 
the Apostles Assistance Fund was established for 
our Pastors to use in helping members, friends and 
strangers who come to our doors in times of duress 
seeking aid.  Whether for buying food, paying rent or 
utilities, purchasing gas or for other urgent financial 
situations, those in need who have been screened by 
the Lancaster County Council of Churches may call 
or come here and be helped. It is up to the discretion 
of the Pastors what degree of monetary aid is given 
and in what form it is offered.  A member of our 
church monitors this fund monthly for the Outreach 
Commission. Thanks to those at COA who organize 
the cookie exchange at Christmas and other 
fundraisers from the Outreach Commission, we are 
able to keep this fund active. 
 

On February 12 you will find in your box a Special 
Offering envelope or you may use an envelope from 
the pew and mark it Apostles Assistance Fund in order 
to donate toward this fund. This is your opportunity to 
give a “hand up” to someone in temporary trouble and 
show your concern for others less fortunate in our 
community. Thank you for your generosity.   

The Outreach Commission  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More than 20 years ago, Souper Bowl of Caring began 
with a simple prayer from a single youth group: 
 
“Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, 

help us to be mindful of those without  
even a bowl of soup to eat.” 

 
Since that day, more than $71 million has been raised 
for local charities across the country through Souper 
Bowl of Caring. It has become a powerful movement 
that is transforming the time around Super Bowl 
weekend into the nation’s largest celebration of giving 
and serving. 
 
Through this mission, young people learn what it’s like 
to make a positive difference in the world—as they 
collect food, raise money and volunteer to work in 
charities that provide shelter to the homeless, food to 
the hungry and compassion to those in need. 
 
Be part of this movement that is sharing God’s love 
with those in need.  Please give generously on Super 
Bowl Sunday. Each church is permitted to designate 
the donations for their local food bank. It would be 
great for us to remind our children and youth of our 
food bank and how it works to help people in our own 
community. 
 
On Sunday, February 5, please bring canned soup or 
monetary donations to both services. These donations 
will go directly to COA’s food pantry. 
 
 

mailto:ljf2857@verizon.net
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DON’T FORGET … We need used sheets (any 
color) for bed pads.  We are also collecting 

cotton fabric to make clothing. You can 
drop off all items in the  

Cloak Room. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Altar Flower Delivery 
 
 
Delivery of our altar flowers to shut-
ins, hospitalized members, etc. is a 
very important ministry at Church of 
the Apostles.  Some of our long-time 
delivery people are no longer 
physically able to deliver flowers and 
we are looking for new delivery people.  The flowers 
can be delivered on Sunday or Monday, whatever 
suits your schedule.  The delivery box with the list of 
recipients is in the office and should be returned after 
the flowers are delivered.  Please call the church 
office, 392-5718, to let them know if you are willing to 
be placed on the delivery list.  With many people on 
the list, this could be a one time a year commitment to 
make the day a little brighter for a church member in 
need of being remembered.   
 

Thank you,  
Worship Commission 

 
 

 
 
  I would like to thank Kit Gregory 
for her notes  of encouragement 
and support. I would also like to 
thank the Church of Apostles for 
their prayers. 

Doug Nutt 
 
  Many thanks for all thoughts, prayers, cards, and 
flowers during my recuperation from total knee 
replacement surgery. Knowing that others are 
concerned makes healing easier. Thanks again. 

Jack Silknetter 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
  Thanks so much for your contribution of $769.20 
that helps to continue the valuable program of the 
Mennonite Children’s Choir of Lancaster.   We have 
plans for a concert choir tour in June to Washington, 
D.C. and a Chamber Choir mission trip to Germany 
this summer.  If you missed our concert on December 
3, maybe you’d be able to attend one of our spring 
programs:  April 22, 6 PM at Chiques Church of the 
Brethren;  April 29, 6 PM at Mount Joy Mennonite 
Church;  May 5, 7 PM at Forest Hills Mennonite 
Church;  May 20, 6 PM at Lititz Church of the 
Brethren. 

Sincerely, 
Loine Bert, President 

 
Dear Church of the Apostles; 
 
  Thank you for your dedication in changing one life at 
a time by nourishing physical and spiritual hunger 
with your gift of $400 to Water Street Ministries.   

Sincerely, 
Jere Shertzer, President 

 
Dear Church of the Apostles, 
 
  On behalf of the victims of domestic violence who 
rely on the services of Domestic Violence Services of 
Lancaster County, I want to take this opportunity to 
sincerely thank you for your generous gift of $400.00.  
All of us at the Domestic Violence Services of 
Lancaster County are grateful for your thoughtful and 
generous support.  Please do not hesitate to contact 
us if you have any questions or suggestions 
regarding the work of Domestic Violence Services of 
Lancaster County. 
 

With deepest gratitude, 
Bonnie Glover 
Director 

 

 

Crown Deadlines  
 

Due at noon on…    Will be published on... 
 

    Jan  19   Jan  31 
    Feb    2   Feb  14 
    Feb  16   Feb  28 
    Mar    1   Mar  13 
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Our altar flowers are an integral part of our 

worship service.  Not only providing a physical 

symbol of beauty during our worship, after the 

service, they are given as a symbol of love and 

caring to a member of our community who is 

unable to be with us physically.  The cost of our 

flowers and bulletins averages about $140/

week.  Our suggested contribution for 

sponsoring flowers and bulletins is $35.00; 

however, any amount is welcomed and 

appreciated. 
 

If you would like to be a sponsor of the altar 

flowers please fill out the form below and place 

it in the offering plate or send it into the office.  

A thank you letter will be sent following your 

sponsorship with directions for sending in your 

donation. Thank you for your support in this 

important ministry. 

Worship Commission 
 

I would like to sponsor altar flowers on the  

following date:  
 

____________________________________________ 
 

“In honor of” or “In memory of”  

 
________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________ 

 

Your name  
 

________________________________________ 
 

Phone # ________________________________ 
 

If you have any questions please contact: 

Dawn Dougherty (892-0350) or Bonnie Jolly 

(872-4053) 

Altar Flowers  

 
 
In case you are unaware, we have an active Stephen 

Ministry program at Church of the Apostles under the 

leadership of Cathie Oliphant, Joyce Baker and Pastor 

Kuhn. Stephen Ministry is specifically designed to assist 

people in crisis by providing a listening ear, a person 

who keeps in weekly contact and who shows up when 

life appears to be falling apart. It is a completely 

confidential program in which one desiring care is 

matched with a same gender Stephen Minister. Our 

current active Stephen Ministers are Betty Holmes, Judie 

Bistline, Bambi Price, Tom Sanders, Joyce Baker and 

Cathie Oliphant. Our Stephen Ministers make home 

visits and telephone calls to keep in touch with their care 

receivers and what is happening in their lives.  All of our 

Stephen Ministers have completed 50 hours of specific 

training for this ministry and participate in biweekly 

supervision meetings in which their personal 

effectiveness and plans for care are discussed. Special 

care is taken within the context of the supervision 

meetings not to reveal the identity of the care receivers.  

If you like talking with people, if you like to make a 

difference in someone else’s life, please consider 

whether this may be a way for you to serve. If you are 

currently in a crisis situation and think a Stephen Minister 

may be helpful to you, please speak with Pastor Kuhn, 

Cathie Oliphant or Joyce Baker.  

This life can offer many challenges and no one needs to 

face them alone! As members of the body of Christ, this 

is a ministry which walks through the “hills and valleys” 

with the physical reminder of God’s presence in the body 

of a Stephen Minister. 
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*   90+ Birthdays 
** 50+ Anniversaries 

Passing 
 

Marianne Robb on January 3, 2012 

Date Name 

1 Robin Stock 

2 Drew Thomas Nesbitt 

3 Marion Webb 

4 Stanley Buch 

  Scott Barrows 

5 Larry Frable 

6 David Thomas 

  Marianne Deaner 

7 Donald Burkholder 

8 J. Glenn Ebersole 

  Diane Barrows 

  Emily Kleimo 

Name Date 

Leroy & Beverly Hoffman** 2/05/1961 

February 1 Wed  
9:30 am Bible Study  
5:00 pm Choir Parents Dinner 
6:00 pm Cherub Choir 
6:00 pm Zumba 
6:30 pm Chapel Choir 
7:00 pm African Drumming 
 

February 2 Thu 
Crown Deadline 
3:15 pm Basketball 
7:30 pm Apostles Choir 10:45 
 

February 3 Fri  
9:00 am Bulletin Prep 
6:00 pm Winter Shelter 
 
February 4 Sat  
8:00 am Downtown Breakfast Ministry 
 

February 5 Sunday  
8:15 am Apostles Choir (9:15) 
9:15 am Worship  
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:00 Blood Pressure Screening 
10:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Youth Group 
10:45 am Worship  
2:00 am Worship at Homestead Village 
4:00 pm Crown Concert 
 

February 6 Mon  
Noon Food Bank 
3:15 pm Basketball 
7:00 pm Basketball 
7:00 pm Ministry Planning Committee  
 

February 7 Tue 
10:00 am Executive Committee Mtg. 
5:30 pm Worship Design Team 
6:00 pm OGTT 
7:30 pm Apostles Bells 
 

February 8 Wed  
9:30 am Bible Study 
10:00 am Caring Hands  
3:30 pm Stephen Ministry 
5:00 pm Choir Parents Dinner 
6:00 pm Cherub Choir 
6:00 pm Zumba 
6:30 pm Chapel Choir 
7:00 pm Craft Circle 
7:00 pm African Drumming 
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February 5 9:15 AM Service 10:45 AM Service 
Pastors Rev. Richard Cowles, Rev. Kathryn Kuhn Rev. Richard Cowles, Rev. Kathryn Kuhn 

Preacher    

Reader  Sue Bowman 

Greeter Carol Schneider Bill & Jane Higgs 

Acolyte   

Sound Booth Abe Breslin Bill Stock 

Welcome Center   

Altar Flower Delivery Lou & Arlene Gaudioso Lou & Arlene Gaudioso 

Altar Committee Worship Commission Worship Commission 

Nursery Jen Hall Allison Weiser 

Van Driver Larry Neiderer Larry Neiderer 

Ushers 
   *Head Usher 

Ray Plourde*, Larry Neiderer, Bill Parke  Jim Eaton*, Donna Carr, Leroy Carr, 
Allison Carr, Linda Fuller, Luanne 
Morrison, Randy Morrison 

Food Bank: We pack groceries every Monday at noon.  Many of our pantry shelves are bare right 

now.  Please consider adding a few extra items to your shopping cart to share with others.   
 

Needs: Rice, pasta, canned vegetables, canned fruit, applesauce, canned meat, hash, 
beef stew, tomato sauce, baked beans, pancake mix, cereal, oatmeal, crackers, and soup 

Date Packers Drivers 

January 23:  Kay Custer, Jean Eckman, Audrey Markle  Karl Krammes 

January 30: Mary Ellen Bachman, Jean Eckman, 
Audrey Markle 

Landisville Church of God 

Electronic Giving Option for 
Gifts to COA 

 

COA has a giving option which allows for 
a direct debit of your bank account for 

your church giving. This saves you check 
writing and costs and provides COA with 

your intended gifts on a regular, automatic 
basis. It is simple to sign up for this 

program – fill out the one page form on 
the next page and return it to the church 
office. You may contact Michelle at the 

church office for more information.  
392-5718 

Pastor on Call  
 

Pastor Cowles number is  717-862-8573. 
 

Pastor Kuhn’s number is 471-3001. 
 

 Jan 16 - 22   Pastor Kuhn 
 Jan 23 - 29   Pastor Cowles 
 Jan 30 - Feb 5  Pastor Kuhn 
 Feb   6 - 12   Pastor Cowles 
 Feb  13 - 19   Pastor Kuhn 
 Feb  20 - 26  Pastor Cowles 

Donations 
Pull tabs, Campbell Soup Labels & Box Tops for 
Education are needed.  These benefit the Ronald 

McDonald House and Hoffman Home.   
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Church of the Apostles,  UCC  
1850 Marietta Avenue  

Lancaster, PA 17603 -2398 

Phone:  717 -392-5718 

Fax:  717-392-6470 

Email:  webmaster@apostlesucc.org  

www.apostlesucc.org  

Non -Profit 

Organization  

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 1065  

Lancaster, PA  

Church of the Apostles Staff  

Bell Choir Director : Ron Bellamy  
 

Childrenõs Choir Director: Amy Williams  
 
 

Finance & Member Services  
Coordinator  

Michelle Strohm  ext. 110  
michelles@apostlesucc.org  

 

Church Council President  
Gary Brown  

 

Pastors Emeriti  
The Rev. Nevin Schellenberger  

The Rev. Glenn J. Rader  
 

Property Manager  
Eric MacLaren  ext. 118  

 

Sexton: Larry Rongione  
 

Childrenõs Sunday School Coordinator: Judy Bistline  

Senior Pastor  
The Rev. Richard Cowles ext. 114  

richardc@apostlesucc.org  
 

Associate Pastor  
The Rev. Kathryn L. Kuhn ext. 115  

kathrynk@apostlesucc.org  
 

Director of Music Ministries  
Cynthia Kahler ext. 116  

cindyk@apostlesucc.org  
 
 

Music Associates  
Dr. Debra Lenssen ext. 117  

A.J. Walker ext. 119  
 
 

Administrative & Communications  
Coordinator  

Diane Rogers ext. 111  
dianer@apostlesucc.org  

 
 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 


