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Christmas Eve

3:00 Candlelight Service of Word and Sacrament with Carols
6:00 Family Candlelight Service
8:00 A Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols

Christmas Morning
10:00 A Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols

NATIVITY IN THE PARK _
Saturday, December 17 & Sunday, December 18 Pre it Ramort | 2
Rader Pal‘l( C:::::;s 3(;5
6:30 PM Thank You’s 7.8

Check out our website www.apostlesucc.org 1



MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

How do you keep yourself informed
with what goes on at the church?

Some people are interested in knowing the details of
the church’s financial picture and some are not. Some
people are interested in the details of our by-laws and
the proposed changes to them and some are not.
Some people are interested in all the programs of
ministry and mission on which Apostles’ members work
so diligently. And some are not.

We are all very familiar with having many, many
responsibilities in our life. And the thought of having
responsibilities at church too might seem like just too
much. But just like having requirements for church
membership of attending, giving and communing, we
also have responsibilities that go along with church
membership. We are responsible for keeping this
church alive. That can’t happen if we don’t know
where we are. Did you know that 91 people who
pledged for 2011 haven’t pledged for 20127 What do
you think about that? What will happen to our church if
every year fewer and fewer people pledge? Will we
survive? Did you look at the 2012 budget before you
voted? Did you notice the size of the deficit? What
should we do about it? You are responsible for
keeping this church alive.

Have you picked up your copy of the proposed by-laws
from the office? Do you think it doesn’t affect you?
What would happen if we didn’t have any rules that
staff and the leaders had to follow? Do you believe
that would be a good idea? Do you think maybe the
proposed by-laws have fewer or more rules than we
have now? Do you think it matters? Do you think it
matters who'’s elected to council? Why? You are
responsible for keeping this church alive.

Are you aware of the number of ministries that are
available at Apostles? What would you say to a visitor
if they asked you what time Sunday school started?
Would you talk to a visitor? Do you know what kinds of
things our commissions do? Do you think they’re the
same things that we did 35 years ago? Would that be
a good idea? Have you ever read the Annual Report
that comes out in January that includes reports from all
the staff members, the leadership, and all the
commissions regarding the year that just ended? Do
you think we’re doing anything we should stop doing?
Are there things we should be doing but aren’t? Why
don’t you tell somebody? You are responsible for
keeping this church alive.

How do we handle our other responsibilities in life?

Accept them as part of a life well lived? Fight them?
Ignore them? If we ignore them, who will know? |
think we know the answer to that one. 2011 is almost
over. 2012 is going to be a pivotal year in the life of
Church of the Apostles. Why? Have you been
listening to the talk of a financial crisis at Church of the
Apostles? Did you attend any of the question and
answer sessions about the budget? Will you be
attending the question and answer session on Sunday,
December 11 between the two services about the
proposed by-laws? We are all responsible for keeping
this church alive. If we do it together it won’t be work.
It will be a labor of love.

Sincerely,

Waals. Aot

Karen W. Culp

CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES

MINUTES OF ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 20, 2011
(unapproved)

The annual meeting of the congregation of Church of
the Apostles to elect church council members and
adopt the annual budget was held on Sunday,
November 20, 2011 at the sanctuary. Notice of the
meeting dated November 2, 2011 was mailed to the
membership stating the details of the proposed
actions. Other notice was given in the Crown and
church bulletins.

President Karen Culp began the meeting at 11:30 a.m.
and recognized a quorum.

Council Election: By motion duly made and seconded
followed by discussion and elected by a written vote of
the congregation, the following council members were
elected as presented by the Nominating Committee:
Second Term members George Alspach, Gary Brown,
Chuck Erisman, Cathie Oliphant, and Andy Smith; New
members Erika Neiderer, Randy Sweigart, Lisa
Christoffel, and Jane McCartney. There were no
nominations from the floor.

Budget Adoption: By motion duly made and seconded
followed by discussion and adopted by a written vote of
129 to 7 (abstain 11), the Congregation approved and
authorized the 2012 Budget which was previously
approved by Church Council.

There being no further business, the meeting
adjourned at 12:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
George D. Alspach, Acting Secretary



Christmas 2011

Christmas Cookies

Remember that on Sunday December 18th there will
be Homemade Christmas cookies for sale in the
Narthex between services.

The cookies will be packaged 6 to a bag and sell for
$1 per bag. That's $2 per dozen which is a bargain. All
proceeds will benefit the
—— Apostles Assistance Fund.

"\ Proceeds last year were $300.
' If you would like to contribute
cookies please package 6 to a
bag and bring to the office
during the previous week or
bring them with you on
Sunday. For those who missed out last year, there will
be more old fashioned sand tarts this year.

Apostles Community Preschool

The children and staff of Apostles Community
Preschool cordially invite you to their annual
Christmas program on Thursday, December 15, and
Friday, December 16, at 10:30 on both days. The
program this year is entitled “Someone Has a
Birthday!” Come and enjoy the little ones as they sing
of the good news of Jesus’ birth! You will be sure to
leave with a smile on your face!

Bethany & Hoffman Homes
Christmas Eve Offering

Our Christmas Eve offering will be donated again this
year to Bethany and Hoffman Homes, both affiliated
with the UCC. Bethany Home, located in Womelsdorf,
Pa is a residential facility that serves school-aged,
coeds who are unable to live with their own or
substitute family. Programming includes smaller
structured group settings with highly-trained staff to
young people that require more structure to manage
their lives. For more info go to http://bethanyhome.org/

Hoffman Homes for Youth provides services for boys
and girls ages 6 to 18 with mental health diagnoses.
Located in Gettysburg, PA, Hoffman Homes provides
a spiritually nurturing, safe and comfortable home for
up to 141 children. Services include behavioral and
cognitive therapy, physical healthcare, and
education. For more info go to

http://www.hoffmanhomes.com/residential.html

Thanks,
Lisa Christoffel, Outreach Commission

Aa.Cc.C. Cyristmas Ffund

The Christmas Fund is an expression of love and
thanks to those who serve the United Church of Christ.
The offering, administered by the Pension Boards on
behalf of the church, helps provide pension and health
premium supplementation to low-income retirees, and
Christmas gift checks to hundreds of annuitants.
Generous gifts are welcome to support our needy
retired Pastors. The offering will be received Sunday,
December 11.

Pishing Well

Wow! Your response to our holiday outreach project
has been so fantastic that |
have been able to ask CAP
for more names of children
who need our cheer this
Christmas! As you already
know, CAP is asking for
backpacks filled with art and
school supplies and a book
for children in the Headstart program. Apostles
Community Preschool is also participating in this
project. There is a display board in the Narthex with
tags with a child’s name, age, and gender. We are
asking that you take a tag from the board, buy a child-
size backpack, and fill it with school/art supplies and a
book. Please, no food or candy. Then attach the tag to
the front of the backpack and return it to the Narthex.
There are papers available on the board with
suggestions for items to put in these backpacks. Items
include crayons, markers, safety scissors, pencils, glue
sticks, small notepads or paper, and a book. Please
consider taking one of these tags and sharing your
Christmas spirit with a child this year. You may even
want to buddy up with another person and share
buying the backpack and the fun supplies! We will
need to have these backpacks by December 12th.
Thank you so much for helping the less fortunate
children in our community. Please see Jane McCartney
or Julie Berkow with questions.

Jane McCartney


http://bethanyhome.org/
http://www.hoffmanhomes.com/residential.html

Phristmas 207 )

Christmas Eve
3:00 Candlelight Service of Word and Sacrament with Carols
6:00 Family Candlelight Service
8:00 A Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols

Christmas Morning
10:00 A Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols

New Year’s Day

10:00 A Service of Prayer and Praise, Hope and Promise

The services on Christmas and New Year's Day are planned as worship experiences for the entire
church family. There will be no nursery on Christmas day and no Sunday School on either day.

Sermon Series
Worship in Advent 2011

“Let us go to Bethlehem”

Advent 3: December 11
“Making the Journey”

The Lectionary Texts
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 — Luke 1:46b-55 — 1 Thess. 5:16-24 — John 1:6-8, 19-28
Sermon: “The Strength to Follow Where God Leads”  Pastor Kuhn
Children’s Sermon — Apostles Bells — Apostles Choirs — Sunday School

Advent 4: December 18
“Enjoying the Journey”

The Lectionary Texts
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 — Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 — Romans 16:25-27 — Luke 1:26-38

Sermon: “When God Speaks” Pastor Cowles
Children’s Sermon — Cherub & Apostles Choirs — Sunday School




DECORATE THE CHURCH
FOR CHRISTMAS

Church of the Apostles will again be
beautifully decorated for the 2011 Advent
and Christmas season. The wonderful
decorations in the sanctuary, narthex and
other areas are funded by the congregation
as memorials or in honor of family members
and friends.

You are invited to make a memorial offering
in any amount to help with the cost of these
decorations. Please fill out the form and
return it to the church office on or before
Sunday, December 19, 2011.

You may then take a poinsettia plant with you
from the Narthex after the 3:00 and 6:00 PM
services and the Sanctuary after the 8:00
PM service, or anytime during the next week.
Thank you so much.

Enclosed is my contribution of

$

Presented by:

(Please circle one)
In memory of:

In honor of:
(desired wording)

PLEASE BRING OR MAIL TO THE CHURCH
OFFICE ON OR BEFORE
DECEMBER 19, 2011.

WINTER IS COMING

We've already had one brush with ice and snow and
more will certainly come our way sometime this winter.
It's time to remind everyone of our Inclement Weather
Policy. During the week, the church will follow the
Hempfield School District in determining a closing. If
the school district closes, our church office will be
closed. If the school district has a two hour delay, our
office will open late also - generally

at 10:00 am.

If there is a weekend storm, the
decision to close and cancel a
church service will be made by the
senior pastor who will be in contact
with the president and the property
manager to determine the state of
the church parking lots and
walkways. Notification will occur
through a number of different ways. The television
stations which will be notified of a closing will be: WGAL
-TV Channel 8, WHP-TV Channel 21, WLYH -TV
Channel 15 and ABC 27 TV. The radio stations which
will be notified will be: WDAC, WJTL, WROZ, WHP
Talk Radio, WRVV, and KISS.

In addition, this year there will be an email sent to all
those members who have given their email address to
the office. We make every effort to have church
services if it is at all possible, but we hope this list will
make it easy for you to know for sure what the schedule
will be.

GIFT CARDS

Do you shop at Giant, SKH or Weis? If you do, you can

help the Outreach Commission raise thousands of

dollars by participating in the Market Basket program.
All you need to do is to agree to

o S25 buy gift cards through the church;
oD
's GGGGGGG §=“ they are the same as cash and
3 e S— 1y be used to pay for your
P, i B regular grocery shopping. For

each gift card you buy the
Outreach Commission receives a 5% rebate. The
Outreach Commission has donated money to disaster
relief and Mission for the Homeless, bought food
supplies for the Saturday Morning Breakfast Ministry
and bought Weis and SKH gift cards for the Food Bank.
The qift cards are available every Sunday in the church
office. If you do not want to participate on a regular
basis there are extra cards available in the office. If you
have any questions you can contact Anne Weiser at
569-3839.



These gift cards make nice Christmas gifts so there will
be extra cards available. You also might want to buy
extra cards for the additional food you buy for the
holidays.

® & 6 & O 6 O o o o

HERSHEY BEARS
HOCKEY GAME
TRIP

Sunday, January 22, 2012
5:00 PM
Bears vs. Manchester Monarchs

Tickets - $9.50 each - 200 level

Contact Judy Waltman for tickets -
285-7395/jlwaltman@comcast.net (home) or
399-6521/jwaltman@Iinpnews.com (work)

MISSION: 1

Because of our involvement in the Mission: 1 project, |
have become a frequent visitor to our UCC website. To
support this denominational endeavor, there has been
wonderful material provided for both clergy and lay
people alike. The following was material offered as a
possible “sermon starter.”

A poet said, “Love does not consist in gazing at each
other, but in looking outward together in the same
direction.” When we are at our best, that’s what we do
in church. The love we know is found, not in looking at
how much we agree with each other, but in looking
outward together in the same direction. Through all
our differences, we are called to work together so that
God’s will can be done “on earth as it is in heaven.” In
this spirit, Jesus prayed what became the motto of the
United Church of Christ, that we may “all be

one.” (John 17:23)

On November 13", | shared that Church of the
Apostles had exceeded all of its goals for Mission: 1.
Our initial goals had been to gather 1,111 food items,
to collect $1,111 for hunger ministries/East Africa
Famine Relief, and to generate 111 letters asking
congress to reform U.S. foreign assistance to more
effectively benefit the hungry and poor worldwide. We
exceeded all of our goals having gathered 1411 food
items, collected $1484.11, and generated 154 letters.
Our denomination’s goals were to gather 1,000,000
food items, collect $111,111 for hunger ministries,
$113,271 for East Africa Famine Relief, and generate
11,111 letters for Congress. By November 13", the
denomination had exceeded two of its four goals. As
of today, however, | am delighted to report that all four
goals have been met! 1,437,594 food items have
been donated, $116,774 has been collected for
hunger ministries, $110,819 has been collected for
East Africa Famine Relief, and 37,409 letters have
been sent to congress!

Thank you for “looking outward in the same direction”
and helping both our church and the denomination
reach its goals.

Outreach Commission

OUTREACH THANK YOU

The afternoon and evening of the first Sunday in
Advent was a busy one as many from our church
helped prepare and then serve a meal for our guests
at Crispus Attucks. Sandwiches were made, soup
reheated, apples washed, coffee and cold drinks
prepared, and at the wonderful Advent celebration
organized by the Education Commission, dozens of
cookies were iced and BEAUTIFULLY decorated.
When we were ready, we loaded our caravan, and 29
of us, including 10 youth, traveled to Crispus Attucks
to set up and serve the 5 o’clock meal. Upon arrival
we found a crowd already gathered and by the time it
was over, 158 meals had been served.

| want to say thank you to all who volunteered and
made this mission such a success. We needed each
and every one of you! | did want to say a special
thank you to Dan and Marianne Thoman who once
again organized this outreach mission and spent part
of their Thanksgiving weekend making yet another
batch of soup. We needed it!

It is my wish that during this season of Advent, this
gesture will serve as a source of HOPE for those less
fortunate in our community.

Julie Berkow


mailto:285-7395/jlwaltman@comcast.net%20(home)
mailto:399-6521/jwaltman@lnpnews.com

BAZAAR FOLLOW UP

A sincere thank you to everyone who volunteered to
work at the church bazaar on November 12. What
made this one special was the vast age difference in
our helpers. We had 5-year-olds selling cans of soda
and learning how to make change and we had 90
somethings handing out shopping bags at the door.
You just can’t beat that for an intergenerational
event.

All indications are that it should be our most
successful bazaar yet and Chuck Erisman tells me
that the parking lots were maxed out by 10 AM. The
crafters themselves think this is one of the best run
bazaars in the area and we have a waiting list for
crafters to get into the bazaar next year. It's a lot of
work every year but when you walk around and see
all the church members working together and having
fun, it’s all worth it.

Karen Culp
Bazaar Chairperson

THANK YOU FOR SOUP HELP

Dan and | would like to extend our sincere thank you
to the many, many helpers who chopped, cooked,
stirred, packaged, reheated, loaded, unloaded, and
sold soup for the Outreach Bazaar project...another
successful year with enough left over to feed the
homeless at Crispus Attucks.

It was truly “soup by committee” this year so kudos to
Julie B. for her continuous help and support, to Peter
S. for putting the soups together, Mike C. for
“learning the ropes”, John T. for doing whatever was
asked, to Harriet B., Kay C., Susan C., Esther F.,
Arlene G., Bonnie and Jim J., Doris S., Susan S., and
Cindy W. for their faithful daily assistance.

And to those who came when they could to lend a
hand, we thank Pat A., Dawn D., Kari F., Linda F.,
Jean H., Betty H., Carol H., Judy J., Eva J., Wilma K.,
Karl K., Harriet L., Audrey M., Bob and Shirley M.,
Helen O., Lois S., Lynn S and Eileen T. We could not
have done it without you.

Dan especially thanks Bob Miller and John Thomas
for unloading the truck on Saturday...a big job well
done; as well as all those who helped us at the soup
table to sell the soup both hot and cold. And last but
by no means least, thank you to Ruth Landis for her
yearly assistance in making sure we had a truck to

keep the soup cold through the generosity of the
Gambers and their friends, and plenty of free celery
from Darrenkamps, and for her dedication to the Bazaar
and COA... “we’ll miss you Ruthie”.
Dan & Marianne Thoman

ey
(%cmk You
Notes

A BIG THANK YOU to all those who helped cook,
chop, and mix ingredients for the chicken salad, egg
salad and tuna salad sandwiches and the deviled eggs.
Sincerely, Nancy Steger

We thank the members and friends at Church of the
Apostles UCC for the beautiful flowers that Marianne
Thoman brought to our home after the funeral of my
husband Jack Deaner. Also, the many sympathy cards
and prayers. The luncheon in Fellowship Hall was so
delicious.

Peace and love,
Marianne Deaner and the Hershey family (Keith,
Elizabeth, Samantha, and Cadi)

Thanks to everyone putting on yet another wonderful
craft show. My husband and | have traveled 2 »2 hours
from NJ to attend November 12"’s show (we missed the
last 2 years). | am a country crafter myself but truly
enjoy attending your yearly event.

From the cheerful door greeters, crafters, and all those
working in the café did an outstanding job, all with
smiles. We received quite a blessing from those
performing in the sanctuary. Everyone truly “Lets their
light shine for Him”.

God bless you alll!

Barb Charney

November 14, 2011
To Members of Church of Apostles United Church of
Christ,
| want to thank you for your thoughts, many prayers

and concerns during month of past August. | fell and
broke my left wrist in four places. It healed with 2
months of therapy. My balance is wobbly. Must use a
cane wherever | go. Limited doing certain activities at
COA.

Peace. God Bless you.

Love, Marianne Deaner

Dear Members Of The Outreach Commission,
Halloween was made sweeter at Brereton because of
your thoughtfulness. The residents and staff here really
appreciated all the candy bags that you provided.

Thank you for your kindness!



Bill Boyd Owner/Administrator

To the ladies and two gentlemen who made up team
Ruthie and helped prepare the food for her table at the
Christmas bazaar — a huge thank you for your
dedication. It takes team effort to get the job done.
Your help was greatly appreciated.

God bless,
One of the team

Dear Marianne (Thoman),

I want to thank you and the Outreach Commission at
Church of the Apostles - not only for the monthly
commitment to serve breakfasts here in the city at
First Reformed - but in going the extra mile and
donating a new coffee pot for the purpose. You are ‘on
the ground’ and know the needs. You not only know
the needs, you rose up and met them. With your
continued service, the people in this urban community
continue to be fed.

Many blessings in this and all your outreach!
In His Name,
Pastor Bill Worley

Dear Friends,

Thank you! Your financial support helps the Council
of Churches remain a strong and vital ministry as we
“Do God’s Work Daily.” Today over 21,000 people in
Lancaster are served each year through LCCC’s
outreach, including:

Food Bank

Clothing Bank

Winter Shelter

Community Meals

Rent, Utility & Prescription Assistance
PA WORKWEAR

Wheels to Work Car Ownership Program

* & o o o o o

With your help the Council is able to respond to the
ongoing demand for our services. We greatly
appreciate your partnership in this valuable work. Your
gift makes al the difference!

Sincerely,
Bethany Woodcock
Assistant Executive Director

Dear Friends of Lancaster:

The seminary community joins me in expressing
gratitude that you continue to support the important
work of theological education in the church. Your gift
empowers us in our ministry of educating and
supporting church leaders as they seek to respond to
God’s call for their lives.

Faithfully,

Kelly Lyons Schober 3 %}H‘
Executive Director of N :
Advancement A -
&/ hank You
Dear Friends: Notes

| want to thank you for your generous contribution--
especially appreciated in this challenging economy.
Thanks to caring donors like you, Church World
Services can provide food, water and other
necessities to families displaced by natural disasters.
And with your help, we can also assist impoverished
communities as they work to improve their farming
techniques, develop reliable water sources, and build
a more sustainable future.

In a world wounded in so many ways, | remain
hopeful because of the creative, resilient women,
men, and children we assist around the world, and
because of caring people like you, who empower us
to act on your behalf. May God bless you for your
compassionate support.

Yours in service,
Rev. John L. McCullough
Executive Director and CEO

Dear Julie (Berkow),

Thanks so very much for your letter and your gift of
$400 to TLC (Transitional Living Center), received on
October 28, 2011. We appreciate your congregation’s
generous support of our program through your
Mission to the Homeless offering.

Our goal is to continue to provide the best casework
and short-term, interim housing to these folks so that
they continue to have a legitimate opportunity for
housing. We are so very grateful for you, a “friend” of
TLC, to allow this window of hope through your
donation. We would find it exceptionally challenging
to provide services if it were not for your generosity in
funds and volunteerism.

Over the past year we saw over 100 households
enter our program, with close to 75% of them moving
out and meeting their goal of permanent, sustainable
housing. In June alone, we saw over 50 households
at orientation looking for some kind of guidance and
help in this area.

Thank you, again, for your donation and for being a
friend and partner as we work, one household at a
time, to reduce homelessness in our community.

Warmest Regards,
Doug Hopwood
Program Coordinator, TLC



Christmas Baskets

Church of the Apostles
Food Pantry will be collecting food donations to fill
Christmas baskets for the needy in our area. Our
goal is to fill ten baskets for the Lancaster County
Council of Churches distribution center. A Christmas
poster has been placed in the Narthex listing the food
items needed. There are also envelopes for monetary
donations. These envelopes may be returned to the
church office in the box on the table or place them in
the offering plate. Please choose several items from
the poster and return to the food bank basket by
Sunday, December 18™. Thank you.

Pastor on Call

Dec. 6 -11 & 19-25

Pastor Kuhnoés n-G0bh er

Dec. 12-18 & 26 -Jan. 1
Pastor Cowl es 6 RSG2nEBE3r

DONO T F OR @&\Me heed used sheets (any
colors) for bed pads. We are also collecting
cotton fabric to make clothing. You can drop

off all items in the Cloak Room.

Crown Deadlines

Due at noonWihedublishedon..

Dec. 20
Jan. 4 (Wed.)
Jan. 18 (Wed.)

Dec. 7 (Wed))
Dec. 21 (Wed.)

' Donations ;

Pull tabs, Campbell Soup Labels & Box Tops for
I Education are needed. These benefit the Ronald
McDonald House and Hoffman Home. |

rn

Altar
Flowers

| Our altar flowers are an integral part of our

I worship service. Not only providing a physical
| symbol of beauty during our worship, after the
| service, they are given as a symbol of love and
| caring to a member of our community who is

| unable to be with us physically. The cost of our
| flowers and bulletins averages about $140/

I week. Our suggested contribution for

| sponsoring flowers and bulletins is $35.00;

I however, any amount is welcomed and

| appreciated.

I
| If yop ywould like to be a sponsor of the altar

I flowers please fill out the form below and place
L it in the offering plate or send it into the office.

I A thark Jou letter will be sent following your

| sponsorship with directions for sending in your

I donation. Thank you for your support in this

I important ministry.

Worship Commission

I would like to sponsor altar flowers on the
following date:

“In honor of” or “In memory of”

Your name

Phone #

If you have any questions please contact:
i Dawn Dougherty (892-0350) or Bonnie Jolly
(872-4053)
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Church of the Apostles Staff

Senior Pastor
The Rev. Richard Cowles ext. 114
richardc@apostlesucc.org

Associate Pastor
The Rev. Kathryn L. Kuhn ext. 115
kathrynk@apostlesucc.org

Director of Music Ministries
Cynthia Kahler ext. 116
cindyk@apostlesucc.org

Music Associates
Dr. Debra Lenssen ext. 117
A.J. Walker ext. 119

Administrative & Communications
Coordinator
Diane Rogers ext. 111
dianer@apostlesucc.org

Chi

drends

Pastors Emeriti
The Rev. Nevin Schellenberger
The Rev. Glenn J. Rader

Property Manager
Eric MacLaren ext. 118

Sunday

Bell Choir Director : Ron Bellamy

C hamyi Williani3i r e ¢

Finance & Member Services
Coordinator

Michelle Strohm ext. 110
michelles@apostlesucc.org

Church Council President

Sexton: Larry Rongione
10 Childrends

S autly Bistlihe




