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As Christmas and New Year’s quickly approach, it is 
appropriate to reflect on the church, our faith and our 
lives. The church at its very best is to be a place for 
belonging – a place to call home – a place where all 
are welcomed, loved and nurtured. But the church, as 
reality frequently fails to meet that expectation. Our 
egos and agendas get in the way of God’s will and 
work. Sometimes we forget that as a collective body 
we are to be the “sanctuary” needed by a hurting 
world. 
 
The gift of Christmas is an opportunity to experience 
God’s presence in a miraculous way. Our ways, like 
Ebenezer Scrooge, can be changed by God who did 
not come into our world with power and might, but 
small and vulnerable as a nobody, an insignificant 
child, and yet overcame our greatest fear – death. God 
seeks to deepen our relationship (growing us in 
righteousness), to become a greater part of our life 
(increasing our faithfulness), but the choice is ours.  
 
May we be like Donna Sinclair in her Christmas Prayer: 
 
“I am your story, Storytelling God. I bring the stories of 
this year to you for blessing, the times I have been 
brave, and times I ran away. 
 
You are the journey, God of wanderers. I bring the 
journeys of this year for blessing, the times I have been 
sad, and the times I have been wrapped in joyous 
wonder. 
 
I am a shepherd, God of many flocks. To you I bring 
the ones I love for blessing, in the times when I am 
anxious, and the times when I have delight.”  
~ from The Long View: An Elderwoman’s Book of 
Wisdom. 
 
May we recognize our blessings this holiday season 
and be moved to share our acknowledgment of God’s 
work in our lives with others. 
 
Blessings & peace – 

Pastor Kuhn 

Pastor Kuhn 
 
 

 

 

Stephen Ministry 
 
 

Do you like: 
     -listening to others? 
     -learning how others deal in situations? 
     -making a difference in someone’s life? 
 
Have you ever considered becoming a Stephen 
Minister? 
 
More information is available from Cathie Oliphant, 
Joyce Baker and Pastor Kuhn. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Sunday, January 15, 2012 

4:00 p.m. 

Jessica Gondwe, soprano 

Christyan Seay, tenor 

Maria Corley, piano 

 
To celebrate the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
and the dedication of the monument to his memory in 
Washington D.C., soprano Jessica Gondwe, tenor 
Christyan Seay and pianist Maria Thompson Corley 
present “A Tribute to the Dream”, a program of music 
drawn from the African American tradition. 
 
 

http://news.woodlakebooks.com/t/r/l/itiktyt/mthdtttuj/u/
http://news.woodlakebooks.com/t/r/l/itiktyt/mthdtttuj/u/
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Second Mile Giving Stays at 
COA 

  
Second Mile giving is a program to help COA meet 
its yearly budget.  It does not go to the Jerry 
Sandusky charity of similar name.  COA has a very 
significant budget gap this year and your year-end 
giving is vital. Please give your donation marked 
Second Mile Gift and be assured it will be applied to 
COA's ministry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wishing Well 
 
Wow! Thank you all so much for your support of the 
holiday project for the children of Headstart, a 
service of the Community Action Program in 
Lancaster. We delivered about 80 backpacks on 
December 13th which will be distributed to the 
children in our community. Also, many thanks to 
Apostles Community Preschool for your wonderful 
participation in this project. We could not have 
reached out to this many children without your help. 
Please take a moment to look at the photos of the 
backpacks on the Outreach bulletin board. Again, 
thank you for helping our community’s less fortunate 
children to have a merry holiday. Merry Christmas to 
all of you! Jane McCartney 
 
 

Valentine’s Day Project 
 
Do you have a child in college or the military? 
Outreach Commission would 
like to collect their information 
to be included in our Valentine’s 
Day Project. Please email 
(ljf2857@verizon.net) 
or call (898-0598) Linda Fuller 
with their address so that your 
child will be included. More to 
follow in the next Crown. Linda 
Fuller, Outreach Commission 

Traveling Together Update 
 
 

Much has happened since 
Jeffrey Jones led a 
Traveling Together 
workshop on October 23.  
For one thing, the gathering 
of people who would meet 
weekly to discuss the book 
and how it affected Church 
of the Apostles has reached 
a point in their discussions 
where it became obvious 
that we needed to know and 
identify what our vision is for 
the church.  The information 
that was gathered in our 
forums in 2010 has been the 

backbone for our work in the last two months.  If you 
remember, we looked at our history together over the 
last 35 years and identified the years of 
connectedness and the years of conflict.  We learned 
about the natural life cycles of churches.  We identified 
our strengths and discussed possible ministries that 
could come out of them.  What’s next?  Now we have 
to figure out what all this means.  What does Church of 
the Apostles stand for today? 
 
On November 18, 2011, we had a covered dish in 308-
310 and took part in a workshop led by Pastor Cowles 
on Developing a Vision.  We did this by working 
through three separate Bible studies that allowed us to 
create a draft of a vision statement and the beginning 
of a related mission statement.  We’ve changed our 
name to Visioning Wednesdays and we still meet 
every week at 6:00 for a covered dish supper and 
conversation and work on our future.  Look for notices 
in the calendar section of the Crown about our 
meetings.  We’ll call them VW for short and we hope 
you’ll come be part of the discussions. 
 
We need to take our drafts to the congregation soon 
and get a wider outlook and more input.  We’ll be 
taking our visioning study to small groups in the couple 
months to help flesh out our updated vision statement 
and from there we then refine the long-range plan for 
Church of the Apostles.  Watch the Crown for meeting 
notices and announcements of future discussions of 
our church vision.  And please join us some or all of 
the Wednesdays at 6 PM in room 304. 
 
Karen Culp 
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Pastor on Call 
 

Pastor Cowles number is  717-862-8573. 
 

Pastor Kuhn’s number is 471-3001. 
 

 Dec 26 - Jan. 1  Pastor Cowles   
 Jan 2 - 8   Pastor Kuhn 
 Jan 9 - 15   Pastor Cowles 
 Jan 16-22   Pastor Kuhn 
 Jan 23 - 29   Pastor Cowles 
 Jan 30 - Feb 25  Pastor Kuhn 

 

 

 

Crown Deadlines  
 

Due at noon on…    Will be published on... 
 

    Dec 21   Jan    4 
    Jan 5   Jan  18 
    Feb 2   Feb  14 

Donations 
Pull tabs, Campbell Soup Labels & Box Tops for 
Education are needed.  These benefit the Ronald 

McDonald House and Hoffman Home.   

Crown Mailing List 
 
During a review of the Crown mailing list it was noted 
that there are duplicate copies of the Crown being 
mailed to some addresses.  Beginning in January 
there will be only a single copy mailed to each 
address.  The church hopes to reduce 
the number of Crowns mailed twice a 
month.  Please consider receiving the 
Crown by email to save the cost of 
printing and mailing over 500 copies 
each issue.  If your Crown is 
mistakenly stopped, just notify the 
office and it will resume with the next issue. 
 

Gift Cards 
 
Do you shop at Giant, SKH or Weis?  If you do, you 
can help the Outreach Commission raise thousands of 
dollars by participating in the Market Basket program. 
All you need to do is to agree to buy gift cards through 
the church; they are the same as cash and can be 
used to pay for your regular grocery shopping. For 
each gift card you buy, the Outreach Commission 
receives a 5% rebate.  The Outreach Commission has 
donated money to disaster relief and Mission for the 
Homeless, bought food supplies for the Saturday 
Morning Breakfast Ministry and bought Weis and SKH 
gift cards for the Food Bank.  The gift cards are 
available every Sunday in the church office. If you do 
not want to participate on a regular basis there are 
extra cards available in the office.  If you have any 
questions you can contact Anne Weiser at 569-3839.  
 
These gift cards make nice Christmas gifts so there 
will be extra cards available.  You also might want to 
buy extra cards for the additional food you buy for the 
holidays. 
 
 

Apostles Community Preschool 
Outreach Projects 

 
The children of Apostles Community Preschool are 
learning at a young age what it means to share with 
others who are not as fortunate as they are.  For our 
“Caring and Sharing” project at Thanksgiving, the 
children and families donated over 600 food items to 
the church food bank!  The teachers took the children 
to the food bank so they could understand how the 
food that was brought in was organized, then packed 
up and taken to needy families. 
 

For our Christmas project, we 
partnered with the Outreach 
Commission and the church 
members to provide 
backpacks for the children at 
the Lancaster Head Start 
program. We collected 65 
backpacks to share with these 
children! What a blessing to 
give to others! 
 

Preschool Registration 
 
Apostles Community Preschool registration for 
September 2012 is now open to church members. 
Children must be at least two years of age by 
September 1st to enroll in our program. Please call 
Linda Lewis, Director, at the preschool office number 
of 392-5598. 
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DON’T FORGET … We need used sheets (any 
color) for bed pads.  We are also collecting 

cotton fabric to make clothing. You can 
drop off all items in the  

Cloak Room. 

Our altar flowers are an integral part of our 

worship service.  Not only providing a physical 

symbol of beauty during our worship, after the 

service, they are given as a symbol of love and 

caring to a member of our community who is 

unable to be with us physically.  The cost of our 

flowers and bulletins averages about $140/

week.  Our suggested contribution for 

sponsoring flowers and bulletins is $35.00; 

however, any amount is welcomed and 

appreciated. 
 

If you would like to be a sponsor of the altar 

flowers please fill out the form below and place 

it in the offering plate or send it into the office.  

A thank you letter will be sent following your 

sponsorship with directions for sending in your 

donation. Thank you for your support in this 

important ministry. 

Worship Commission 
 

I would like to sponsor altar flowers on the  

following date:  
 

____________________________________________ 
 

“In honor of” or “In memory of”  

 
________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________ 

 

Your name  
 

________________________________________ 
 

Phone # ________________________________ 
 

If you have any questions please contact: 

Dawn Dougherty (892-0350) or Bonnie Jolly 

(872-4053) 

Altar Flowers 

January Altar Flowers 
 
January 1:  In Loving Memory of: 
 Lynwood W. Shaeffer by Doris Sheaffer and 

Families. 
 Candy Cunningham by her Family.   
 
January 8:   In Loving Memory of: 
 Ralph Gamber by his wife Luella. 
 Charles H. and Bertha Shaeffer by their family. 
 Our daughter, Deanna by her parents, Don & 

Dorothy Freeman. 
 
January 15:  In Loving Memory of: 
 Janet Rader by her Family. 
 Frederick S. Wilson, M.D. by Ruth Wilson. 
 
January 22:   In Loving Memory of: 
 Candy Cunningham by her Family. 
 
January  29:  To The Glory of God. 

 
Church of the Apostles, 
 

Thank you so much for the 
beautiful flowers. I am feeling better each day. 

Sincerely,  
Michelle Strohm 

 

Dear COA Family, 
 

Thanks so much for the flowers and pastoral visits 
during my hospital stay. It is helpful to have the 
prayer support at times of stress. 

With Christian love, 
Myra Yarnell 

Dear Friends of the Apostles, 
I wish to thank you for the lovely Christmas tree, 
devotional book, and card which Rev. Oliphant  
delivered and for delivering communion. I wish you 
all a very Happy Christmas and healthy New Year. 

Beatrice Boyd 
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*   90+ Birthdays 
** 50+ Anniversaries 

Name Date 

Michael & Beth Buckwalter 1/31/1981 

Charles & Mary Alice Diller 1/01/1942** 

Fred & Joanne Geiger 1/16/1954** 

Robert & Christine Gifford 1/12/1972 

Stephen & Donna Lockey 1/19/1985 

John & Nancy Payne 1/17/1959** 

William & Susan Vollmar 1/30/1993 

Passing 
 

Ruth Landis passed away on Saturday, 
November 19, 2011. 

New Address 
Helen Buss 
Phoebe Home 
Room 2134B 
1925 Turner St. 
Allentown, PA 18104 

Date Name 

1 Dale Bischoff 

2 Richard Cunningham 

  Susan Vollmar 

3 Dotty Johnston 

  Cathie Oliphant 

  Herb Forry 

4 Daniel Thoman 

5 Sarah Daniels 

6 Gail Stump 

  Mark Irwin 

  Ashley Walburn 

7 Mary Ella Kneedler 

  Chris Braun 

8 Bernice Ochs 

10 Charles Arms 

  Arlene Gaudioso 

  Kate Wotring 

12 Dorothea Greenawalt 

  Christine Gifford 

13 Almore Robb 

14 Mildred Chapman 

15 Donald Nolt 

  Jeffrey Harelson 

16 Donald Koontz 

17 Nancy Fitzkee 

  Vincent Kuhn 

18 Betty Shellenberger* 

  Allan Bischoff 

  Bambi Price 

20 Beatrice Boyd 

21 Karen Keller 

22 Joyce Fuhrman 

  Jennifer Eyrich 

24 Paul Rye 

  Andree Goldman 

25 Colleen Gockley 

26 Nancy Geiger 

27 G. Wayne Glick* 

29 Lois Millhouse 

30 Lauren Erisman 

31 Chuck Erisman 

  Andy Smith 
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January EventsJanuary EventsJanuary Events   

  

  

  

  
 
 

January 1 Sunday 
10:00 am Worship  
2:00 pm Worship at Homestead 
 

January 2 Mon  Office Closed 
New Year Holiday 
No Food Bank 
3:15 pm Basketball 
7:00 pm MPC Meeting 
 

January 3 Tue  
10:00 am Executive Committee 
3:00 pm Holiday HELP for Seniors 
5:30 pm Worship Design Team 
7:30 pm Apostles Bells 
 

January 4 Wed  
9:00 am Crown Prep 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study  
1:00 pm Staff Mtg. 
5:00 pm Choir Parents Dinner 
6:00 pm Cherub Choir 
6:00 pm Zumba 
6:00 pm VW 
6:30 pm Chapel Choir 
 

January 5 Thu 
3:15 pm Basketball 
7:30 pm Apostles Choir 10:45 
 

January 6 Fri  
9:00 am Bulletin Prep 
6:00 pm Parents Night Out 
 
January 7 Sat  
8:00 am Downtown Breakfast Ministry 
 

January 8 Sunday  
8:15 am Apostles Choir (9:15) 
9:15 am Worship  
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:00 Blood Pressure Screening 
10:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Youth Group 
10:45 am Worship  
 

January 9 Mon  
Noon Food Bank 
3:15 pm Basketball 
7:00 p.m. Commissions: ED, OR, PL,  
     PR, WR  
 

January 10 Tue 
11:00 am Heritage & Horizons Meeting 
5:30 pm Worship Design Team 
7:30 pm Apostles Bells 
 

January 11  Wed  
9:30 am Bible Study 
10:00 am Caring Hands  
3:30 pm Stephen Ministry 
5:00 pm Choir Parents Dinner 
6:00 pm Cherub Choir 
6:00 p.m. Zumba 
6:00 pm VW 
6:30 pm Chapel Choir 
7:00 pm Craft Circle 
 

January 12 Thu 
3:15 pm Basketball 
6:30 pm Stewardship 
7:30 pm Apostles Choir (10:45) 
 

January 13 Fri  
9:00 am Bulletin Prep 
 
Sunday 15 Sunday  
8:15 am Apostles Choir (9:15) 
9:15 am Worship  
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  
4:00 pm Crown Concert 
 

January 16 Mon  Office Closed 
Martin Luther King Day 
No Food Bank 
3:15 p.m. Basketball 
 

January 17 Tue  
10:00 am Executive Committee 
3:00 pm Holiday HELP for Seniors 
5:30 pm Worship Design Team 
7:30 pm Apostles Bells 
 

January 18 Wed  
9:00 a.m. Crown Prep 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study 
5:00 pm Choir Parents Dinner 
6:00 pm Cherub Choir 
6:00 p.m. Zumba 
6:00 pm VW 
6:30 pm Chapel Choir 
 

January 19 Thu 
1:00 pm New Beginnings 
3:15 pm Basketball 

7:30 pm Apostles Choir (10:45) 
 
January 20 Fri 
9:00 am Bulletin Prep 
 

January 22 Sunday 
8:15 am Apostles Choir (9:15) 
9:15 am Worship  
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  
 
January 23 Mon  
Noon Food Bank 
3:15 pm Basketball 
7:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
 
January 24 Tue 
8:30 am Sewing Ladies 
5:30 pm Worship Design Team7:30 pm 
Apostles Bells 
 

January 25 Wed  
9:30 am Bible Study 
3:30 pm Stephen Ministry 
5:00 pm Choir Parents Dinner 
6:00 pm Cherub Choir 
6:00 pm Zumba 
6:00 pm VW 
6:30 pm Chapel Choir 
7:00 pm African Drumming 
 
January 26 Thu 
1:00 pm Caregivers Support 
3:15 pm Basketball 
7:30 pm Apostles Choir 10:45 
 

January 27 Fri 
9:00 am Bulletin Prep 
 
Sunday 29 Sunday  
8:15 am Apostles Choir (9:15) 
9:15 am Worship  
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship 
 
January 30 Mon 
Noon Food Bank 
3:15 pm Basketball 
7:00 pm Spiritual Council 
 
January 31 Tue 
3:00 pm Holiday HELP for Seniors 
5:30 pm Worship Design Team 
7:30 pm Apostles Bells 
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9:15 AM Service January 1 10:00 AM  January 8 

Pastors Rev. Richard Cowles, Rev. Kathryn Kuhn Rev. Richard Cowles, Rev. Kathryn Kuhn 

Preacher   Rev. Kathryn Kuhn 

Greeter  Gary & Ginny Brown  

Acolyte Allison Carr Kayla Hall 

Sound Booth Ken Keller Jason Irwin/Matt Forney 

Welcome Center  Monica & Steve Daniels 

Altar Flower Delivery   

Altar Committee John & Bonnie Eshbach John & Bonnie Eshbach 

Nursery Doris Robb  

Van Driver Herb Forry  

Ushers 
   *Head Usher 

Ray Plourde*, Larry Neiderer, Bill Parke 
Jim Eaton*, Donna Carr, Leroy Carr,  
Allison Carr, Linda Fuller, Luanne  
Morrison, Randy Morrison  

Gary Brown*, Kelli Forry, Kristine Martin, 
Susan Nolt, Ray Plourde, Emma 
Samuelson 

10:45 AM Service January 1 January 8 
Pastors Combined Service at 10:00 AM Rev. Richard Cowles, Rev. Kathryn Kuhn 

Preacher   Rev. Kathryn Kuhn 

Acolyte   

Sound Booth  Ken Keller 

Welcome Center  Clara Kosmela 

Altar Flower Delivery   

Altar Committee  John & Bonnie Eshbach 

Nursery  Allison Carr 

Van Driver   

Ushers 
   *Head Usher 

 Dan Thoman*, Ginny Godfrey, Charles 
Klingler, Wilma Klingler, Karl Krammes, 
Harold Rhodes, Jane Schwanhausser 
Nancy Steger, Mike Steger, Marianne 
Thoman, Kay Thomas  

Food Bank: We pack groceries every Monday at noon.  Many of our pantry shelves are 

bare right now.  Please consider adding a few extra items to your shopping cart to share 
with others.   
 

Needs: Rice, pasta, canned vegetables, canned fruit, applesauce, canned meat, hash, 
beef stew, tomato sauce,  
baked beans, pancake mix, cereal, oatmeal, crackers, and soup 
 
January 2 and 16: No Food Bank 



9 

9:15 AM Service January 15 January 22 January 29 

Pastors Rev. Richard Cowles 
Rev. Kathryn Kuhn  

Rev. Richard Cowles 
 Rev. Kathryn Kuhn  

Rev. Richard Cowles 
Rev. Kathryn Kuhn  

Greeter Lou & Arlene Gaudioso Glenn & Helen Ebersole Don & Karen Culp 

Acolyte Kristine Martin  Matt Forney Kelli Martin 

Sound Booth Jason Irwin/Matt Forney Larry Neiderer Larry Neiderer 

Welcome Center Andy Smith Tabitha Haigh Karen Culp 

Altar Flower Delivery    

Altar Committee John & Bonnie Eshbach John & Bonnie Eshbach John & Bonnie Eshbach 

Nursery Bernie Fickes Karen Braun Leigh Breslin 

Van Driver  Skeeter Carr  

Ushers 
   *Head Usher 

Herb Forry*, Ray Plourde, 
Dave Schick, Joanne Shen-
berger, Ken Shenberger 

Tom Lewis*, Chris Braun, 
Karen Braun, Steve Daniels, 
Kass Herr, Don Herr, Mike 
Hess, Ray Plourde 

Ray Plourde*, Larry  
Neiderer, Bill Parke  

10:45 AM Service January 15 January 22 January 29 

Pastors Rev. Richard Cowles 
Rev. Kathryn Kuhn  

Rev. Richard Cowles 
Rev. Kathryn Kuhn  

Rev. Richard Cowles 
Rev. Kathryn Kuhn  

Greeter Jack & Jane  
Schwanhausser 

Pat Shane Andy Appel 

Acolyte Susan Shaak   

Sound Booth Ken Keller Ken Keller Ken Keller 

Welcome Center Susan Nolt Joy Angevine Ellen Schellenberger 

Altar Flower Delivery    

Altar Committee John & Bonnie Eshbach John & Bonnie Eshbach John & Bonnie Eshbach 

Nursery Allison Weiser  Deb Aukamp 

Van Driver    

Ushers 
   *Head Usher 

Jim Jolly*, Charlie Arms, 
Louise Arms, Dawn 
Dougherty, Jim Dougherty, 
George Heidig, Jean  
Heidig, Marty Holmes,  
Betty Holmes, Bonnie Jolly  

Bob Miller*, George  
Bechtold, Bernie Cover, 
Tom Flory, Jane  
McCartney, Bonnie 
Medved, Donald Nolt 

Jim Eaton*, Donna Carr, 
Leroy Carr, Allison Carr, 
Linda Fuller, Luanne  
Morrison, Randy Morrison  

HERSHEY BEARS 
HOCKEY GAME TRIP 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 2012 
Tickets - $9.50 each – 200 level 

 

Contact Judy Waltman for tickets – 285-7395/jlwaltman@comcast.net (home) 
or 399-6521/jwaltman@lnpnews.com (work) 

mailto:399-6521/jwaltman@lnpnews.com
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Church of the Apostles,  UCC 
1850 Marietta Avenue 

Lancaster, PA 17603-2398 

Phone:  717-392-5718 

Fax:  717-392-6470 

Email:  webmaster@apostlesucc.org 

www.apostlesucc.org 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 1065 

Lancaster, PA 

Church of the Apostles Staff 

Bell Choir Director: Ron Bellamy 
 

Children’s Choir Director: Amy Williams 
 
 

Finance & Member Services  
Coordinator 

Michelle Strohm  ext. 110 
michelles@apostlesucc.org 

 

Church Council President 
Karen Culp 

 

Pastors Emeriti 
The Rev. Nevin Schellenberger 

The Rev. Glenn J. Rader 
 

Property Manager 
Eric MacLaren  ext. 118 

 

Sexton: Larry Rongione 
 

Children’s Sunday School Coordinator: Judy Bistline 

Senior Pastor 
The Rev. Richard Cowles ext. 114  

richardc@apostlesucc.org 
 

Associate Pastor 
The Rev. Kathryn L. Kuhn ext. 115  

kathrynk@apostlesucc.org 
 

Director of Music Ministries 
Cynthia Kahler ext. 116  

cindyk@apostlesucc.org 
 
 

Music Associates 
Dr. Debra Lenssen ext. 117 

A.J. Walker ext. 119 
 
 

Administrative & Communications  
Coordinator 

Diane Rogers ext. 111 
dianer@apostlesucc.org  

 
 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 


